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Program as of May 7, 2025 

 

“Ukrainian scholars and artists at war” 

May 15-16, 2025 

Venue: Forum Transregionale Studien, Wallotstraße 14, 14193 Berlin 

 

The workshop "Ukrainian Scholars and Artists at War" aims to reflect on the impact of the three 

years of the Russian full-scale invasion on Ukrainian scholars and artists. This workshop is thought 

of as a networking and thoughts exchanging event, where scholars, artists and activists gather to 

discuss two important issues, science and art in times of the Russian war against Ukraine. 

Spanning two days, the workshop focuses on the challenges and contributions of Ukrainian 

intellectuals and creatives displaced by war. Day 1 will discuss the experiences of scholars, with 

discussions on the impact of war on academic careers and will examine the roles that scientists 

play during wartime. Day 2 will focus on artists, exploring challenges and opportunities they faced 

as well as how artistic communities mobilize in support of their country. The event aims to foster 

dialogue on the vital contributions of both scholars and artists in shaping the intellectual and 

cultural responses to war, while offering participants opportunities to collaborate and share 

ideas. 

 

Organising Committee: Lidia Kuzemska (Prisma Ukraїna), Iuliia Lashchuk (European University 

Institute) Oksana Ovsiiuk (“Ukraina Moderna”/The Center for Applied Anthropology). 
 

Organising Partners:  

 

 “Prisma Ukraїna: War, Migration Memory” research group https://www.prisma-

ukraina.de/en/home  

 Europäische Zeiten/European Times – A Transregional Approach to the Societies 

of Central and Eastern Europe (EUTIM) https://european-times.eu/en/  

 Centre for Applied Anthropology 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=100064728277452  

 International intellectual magazine “Ukraina Moderna” https://uamoderna.com  

 

 

To participate in the workshop, please register by May, 11th via prisma@trafo-berlin.de   

 

  

https://www.prisma-ukraina.de/en/home
https://www.prisma-ukraina.de/en/home
https://european-times.eu/en/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=100064728277452
https://uamoderna.com/
https://www.prisma-ukraina.de/veranstaltungen/detail/ukrainian-scholars-and-artists-at-war
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Day 1: Thursday, May 15  

Impact of War on Ukrainian scholars:   

brain drain, brain gain and unplanned sabbaticals 

 

9.30-10.00 Arrival and morning coffee. Welcome word by George Khalil (managing director of 

the Forum Transregionale Studien) and the organising committee. 

 

10.00-11.30 Presentations with Q&A sessions. Chair Iuliia Lashchuk. 

 

 Oksana Ovsiiuk and Olena Sobolieva. Presentation of the project ‘In the thunderstorm of 

war’ https://uamoderna.com/in-the-thunderstorm-of-war/about/   

 Tetiana Kostiuchenko. Presentation of the book “Russia’s War in Ukraine 2022: Personal 

Experiences of Ukrainian Scholars (Ukrainian Voices)” co-edited Tamara Martsenyuk. 

 Julia Buyskykh (online). Translating the War: Reflections Upon Languages and 

Approaches. 

 

11.30-12.00 Coffee break 

 

12.00-13.30 Presentations with Q&A sessions. Chair Oksana Ovsiiuk. 

 

 Volodymyr Mylko. Duty and responsibility vs army service and armiyshchyna: dilemmans 

of a historian at war (Обов'язок і відповідальність vs служба та армійщина: дилеми 
історика на війні). In Ukrainian with translation. 

 Ihor Zhaloba. Civil society in times of war: military aspect (Громадянське суспільство в 
часи війни: воєнний аспект). In Ukrainian with translation.  

 Khrystyna Semeryn. Presentation of the project “Ukrainian Scientists at War”.  
 

13.30-15.00 Lunch break (Foyer of the Forum). 

 

15.00-17.00 Roundtable discussion: The Impact of War on Science and Researchers. Moderator 

Viktoria Sereda. 

- The feminization of Ukrainian studies abroad due to displacement of female scholars. 

- Impact of war on male scholars joining the Armed Forces or quitting the profession, strategies of return 

to the profession as rehabilitation and a way to return to peaceful life.  

- Decolonisation of Ukrainian Studies. Cooperation between Ukrainian Research Centers in Europe. Long-

term support for Ukrainian Studies abroad.  

17.00 – 20.00 Reception and Dinner (Foyer of the Forum).  

https://uamoderna.com/in-the-thunderstorm-of-war/about/
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Day 2: Friday, May 16 

 

Ukrainian artists displaced by war:  

precarity, (in)visibility and artistic mobilisation 

 

09.30-10.00 Arrival and morning coffee 

 

10.00 – 11.30 Presentations & Q&A sessions. Chair Oksana Ovsiiuk. 

 

 Kateryna Rietz-Rakul. Topic TBC. 

 Iuliia Lashchuk. Artists displaced by war and visual migration governance in the EU. 

 Anna Dolińska. Ukrainian female refugee artists on the Polish labour market.  

 

11.30-12.00 Coffee break 

 

12.00-13.30 Presentations & Q&A sessions. Chair Lidia Kuzemska. 

 

 Alina Potemska. Creatives for Ukraine and presentation of “In Our Shoes" live action role-

playing game.  

 Oksana Drachkovska. Visual diaries of war. 

 Anastasiia Shevchenko. Presentation of the project “RESTORE#UACULTURE”. 
 

13.30 -14.00 Film screening “Marushka” (25 min.) with introduction by Yuliia Marushko. 

 

14.00-15.30 Lunch break (Foyer of the Forum) 

 

15.30 – 17.30 Roundtable discussion: Strategies of cultural diplomacy during wartime and 

afterwards. Moderator Iuliia Lashchuk.  

 

18.00 - 21.00 Dinner (for invited speakers) (Ach Niko Ach restaurant, Kurfürstendamm 97-98).  

  

https://duckduckgo.com/?q=ah+niko+ah+berlin&t=osx&ia=web&iaxm=maps&source=places
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Short biographies of the participants (in the order of their presentations) 

 

Dr. Oksana Ovsiiuk is a historian and anthropologist. The author and curator of the project “In 
the Thunderstorm of War”. Editor-in-chief of the historical and anthropological profile website 

“Ukraina Moderna”. Deputy head of the NGO “The Center for Applied Anthropology”. A senior 
researcher at the Institute of Sociology of the University of Neuchâtel. 

 

Dr. Olena Sobolieva is a historian and anthropologist. Head of the NGO “The Center for Applied 
Anthropology”. A visiting scholar at the Institute of Social Anthropology of the University of Basel. 
Co-curator of the project “In the Thunderstorm of War”. 

Dr. Tetiana Kostiuchenko is Senior Lecturer in Sociology at the National University of Kyiv-

Mohyla Academy. After her evacuation from Kyiv to Germany, she became also affiliated with 

the Free University of Berlin and Leuphana University of Lüneburg. Kostiuchenko's doctoral 

research was on political elite networks in Ukraine before and after political turbulences. She is 

a member of the International Sociological Association, International Network for Social Network 

Analysis, and other professional association. Among others, she co-authored the chapter “Power 
Structures of Policy Networks” (with David Knoke) for the Handbook on Political 

Networks (Oxford University Press 2017). Her papers have been published by, among other 

outlets, Europe-Asia Studies, Historical Social Research, and Polish Sociology Review.  

Dr. Julia Buyskykh is a historian, anthropologist, and co-founder of the NGO “The Center for 
Applied Anthropology”. She is currently writing her second PhD at University College Cork, Ireland 
and works as a visiting researcher at the German Historical Institute in Warsaw and Institute of 

History, PAS in the frames of fellowship “Research Perspective Ukraine”. She was a translator in 
the project “In the Thunderstorm of War” as well as the author of her diary notes, written in 
Ukraine during the first month of the Russian full-scale invasion. 

 

Dr Volodymyr Mylko has a Ph.D. in History and is affiliated as a Senior Research Fellow with the 

Institute of the History of Ukraine, part of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. He is also 

a war veteran who served in the Armed Forces of Ukraine. His story is documented  here 

https://uamoderna.com/in-the-thunderstorm-of-war/my-career-as-a-southpaw-is-over-but-

life-doesnt-end-there-the-military-experience-of-a-historian-with-the-army-call-sign-candidate/ 

 

Prof., Dr Ihor Zhaloba is a Doctor of Historical Sciences and a Professor. He is a member of the 

Board of the International Association for the History of Railways. President of the Pan-European 

Union of Ukraine, and co-chair of the Austrian-Ukrainian Committee of Historians. He is also a 

Deputy Chairman of the Scientific Society for the History of Diplomacy and International 

Relations, a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of History of Ukraine at the National Academy 

of Sciences of Ukraine, and a Professor of the Department of International Relations at Borys 

Hrinchenko Kyiv University (part-time). His story is documented here: 

https://uamoderna.com/in-the-thunderstorm-of-war/my-career-as-a-southpaw-is-over-but-life-doesnt-end-there-the-military-experience-of-a-historian-with-the-army-call-sign-candidate/
https://uamoderna.com/in-the-thunderstorm-of-war/my-career-as-a-southpaw-is-over-but-life-doesnt-end-there-the-military-experience-of-a-historian-with-the-army-call-sign-candidate/
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https://uamoderna.com/in-the-thunderstorm-of-war/this-is-a-war-between-democracy-and-

dictatorship-between-light-and-darkness-and-i-want-light-why-a-historian-has-to-take-up-

arms/ 

 

Dr Khrystyna Semе́ryn is the Ukrainian researcher, PhD, journalist, and writer. Currently she is 

running the Ukrainian Scientists at War narrative project. Khrystyna’s research focuses on 
questions of cultural memory, literature, gender matters, women’s empowerment and women 
in culture, Ukrainian sculpture, decolonization and propaganda, imagology and imaginative 

geographies of Central and Eastern Europe, and Eastern European Jewish studies. She held 

research stays at University of Augsburg (Germany), Center for Eastern Studies (Poland), Indiana 

University Bloomington, Fordham University and Northwestern University (US).  

 

Prof., Dr Viktoria Sereda is a sociologist, head coordinator of the Virtual Ukraine Institute for 

Advanced Study (VUIAS) and academic senior advisor to the research group Prisma Ukraïna War, 

Migration, Memory. She initiated and directed the project from 2022-23. Prior to this, she was a 

fellow at the Imre Kertesz Kolleg at the University of Jena. Since 2020, she has also been a senior 

research fellow at the Institute of Ethnology of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine and 

a professor at the department of Sociology at the Ukrainian Catholic University. Sereda has either 

led or participated in over 30 sociological research projects on Ukrainian society and its regional 

dimensions. From 2011 to 2017, she was the head of the sociological team for the project 

“Region, Nation and Beyond: An Interdisciplinary and Transcultural Reconceptualization of 
Ukraine”, organized by the University of St. Gallen in Switzerland. In 2016/17 and 2019/20 she 

was the MAPA Research Fellow at the Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard University, where 

she developed a digital atlas of social changes in Ukraine after the Euromaidan. 

 

Dr Kateryna Rietz-Rakul is a Head of the Representative Office of the Ukrainian Institute in 

Germany. She studied English and American Studies in Lviv and Berlin and graduated with a PhD 

in contemporary literature. She is an interpreter, translator, author and cultural manager. 

Kateryna lives and works in Berlin. Previously, she was co-founder of APES, a curatorial collective 

in Berlin. Kateryna Rietz-Rakul has contributed for numerous international art magazines and 

published several books, including a city guide to the Berlin cultural scene, Berlin Contemporary 

Art. As a cultural manager, Kateryna Rietz-Rakul is co-founder of KUL’TURA e.V., which promotes 
international cooperation between creatives from Ukraine and other countries. 

 

Dr Iuliia Lashchuk is a researcher, migration activist and curator. She received her PhD in 

Philosophy, with distinction, from the University of Warsaw. Iuliia focuses her research on the 

categories of otherness and strangeness with a specific focus on gender issues and female 

migration. She is interested in issues of identity, belonging, and diversity, as well as ethical 

dimensions of hospitality. In her interdisciplinary research, she is exploring alternative methods 

of speaking about migration, such as contemporary art practices.  

 

https://uamoderna.com/in-the-thunderstorm-of-war/this-is-a-war-between-democracy-and-dictatorship-between-light-and-darkness-and-i-want-light-why-a-historian-has-to-take-up-arms/
https://uamoderna.com/in-the-thunderstorm-of-war/this-is-a-war-between-democracy-and-dictatorship-between-light-and-darkness-and-i-want-light-why-a-historian-has-to-take-up-arms/
https://uamoderna.com/in-the-thunderstorm-of-war/this-is-a-war-between-democracy-and-dictatorship-between-light-and-darkness-and-i-want-light-why-a-historian-has-to-take-up-arms/
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Dr Anna Dolińska is a sociologist from Poland. She obtained an MA at the Institute of English 

Studies, and a PhD at the Institute of Sociology UW, where she worked on her dissertation on the 

mobility of highly-skilled female migrants from the post-Soviet countries to Poland after 1989.  

 

 

Her research interests encompass the topics of migration, labour mobility, post-socialism, gender 

regimes, stereotypes, human rights, identity, biographical perspectives, and oral history. 

 

Dr Lidia Kuzemska is a sociologist with an interdisciplinary interest in forced migration, internal 

displacement, borders, and citizenship. She is a 2024-25 Prisma Ukraïna fellow of the Gerda 

Henkel Foundation at the Forum Transregionale Studien and academic coordinator of the 

research group War, Migration, Memory. Lidia is also a research affiliate at the Internal 

Displacement Research Programme (SAS, University of London) and a peer-reviewer for the 

Knowledge Platform and Connection Hub (UN Network on Migration). 

 

Dr Alina Potemska is an illustrator, game artist, and game designer whose research explores 

effective methods for training cognitive functions through games. She holds degrees in Graphic 

Art (BA), Illustration (MA), Cultural and Social Pedagogy (MEd), and Game Design (PhD). Her 

doctoral research focuses on cognition in games, using her board game "Exodus" as a case study. 

Her work bridges game studies, the history of game development, and methods for integrating 

narrative art into learning through games. With extensive experience collaborating with public 

sector organisations, NGOs, museums, and educational projects in the UK and internationally, 

Alina specialises in using games and visual storytelling to enhance well-being, learning, and social 

change. She is also an author of the  exhibition “Postcards from Ukraine” 
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CoZdrbegiht/?igsh=MTNqaWtqYTJuY25hdw%3D%3D  

 

Oksana Drachkovska is an illustrator, currently based in Barcelona. Having graduated from the 

National Academy of Arts in Lviv, majoring in fine arts, she decided to focus on illustration. In 

2016, she was granted scholarships from Gaude Polonia (Poland) and SAIA (Slovakia). Oksana has 

been cooperating with many publishing houses and magazines and creating commercial 

illustrations for companies around the world. In 2020, the book she illustrated, A Bunny Who 

Didn’t Jump and His Brave Mother, won Lviv Book Forum’s award as the best book for children 
aged 6 to 8. Many times, she was shortlisted for Bologna Book Fair’s International Award for 
Illustration. 

 

Dr. Anastasiia Shevchenko - historian, Senior FNS Researcher at the Department of History, 

Faculty of Arts, the University of Lausanne (Université de Lausanne) (January 2025 - Present) 

Project "Mykhailo Drahomanov: Switzerland on Ukraine's Intellectual Map of Europe". 

“Restore#UACulture” is a journalistic project founded by Dr. Anastasiia Shevchenko. The project 
is aimed at researching and highlighting cases of destruction of cultural values of Ukraine because 

of the full-scale military invasion of Russia. Тhe most shocking part here is not so much the 
looting, which happens in wars, but the intentional and cynical destruction of cultural heritage – 

both reclaiming pre-modern objects as part of an extended Russian historical space (including 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CoZdrbegiht/?igsh=MTNqaWtqYTJuY25hdw%3D%3D
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Greek and Sarmatian materials), and erasing the Ukrainian modernist cultural tradition which 

was in dialogue with Russian culture but was not part of it, thus in many ways completing the 

work of erasure during Stalinist times. Russia continues the totalitarian Soviet tradition, trying to 

erase the original Ukrainian culture by destroying everything “prominent”: cultural institutions, 
cultural space, personalities and cultural memory.  The goal of the project is to document 

interviews with cultural figures of the South of Ukraine who are witnesses of the occupation and 

crimes against culture and to draw international attention to Russian aggression against 

Ukrainian cultural institutions and Ukrainian artists. See more: https://ua-

studies.ch/restoreuaculture/  

 

Yuliia Marushko (Marushka) is a Ukrainian artist and author who has lived in Hamburg since 

2013 and writes an artistic chronology of modern history in her diaries. Deeply intertwined with 

the modern history of her homeland, Marushka creates an art that combats forgetting and speaks 

to the inner child. 

Instagram: art.marushka 

Member: 

Since winter 2025 Hokushin Ittō-Ryū Hyōhō – KEIKOJO BERLIN (https://hokushinittoryu-

berlin.com/) 

Since fall 2024 MYZL e.V. 

Since summer 2021 

Märchenforum Hamburg e.V. - Home (https://www.maerchenforum-hamburg.de/) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ua-studies.ch/restoreuaculture/
https://ua-studies.ch/restoreuaculture/

